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Abstract
The first higher educational institute in Nepal is Tri Chandra Campus, which was established in the year 1918 and which
was accessible to a handful people till the establishment of Tribhuvan University in the year 1959. Regarding The
Higher Educational Institute (HEI) in Nepal has diversified by different aspects. Universities of Nepal is offering
different program as well the Institutions are awarding certificate in the specific field of health science. Similarly, there
is diversity in the colleges also as constituent colleges, Community colleges and private college. All together there are 11
universities, 4 award giving institution and 1407 colleges exist throughout the nation.
University Grant Commission Nepal (UGC-Nepal) was established after the Multi University Concept was introduced in
Nepal. Regarding the function of UGC, it is responsible for allocation and disbursement of grants to the universities and
their campuses. In the same way it regulates the activities of universities. i.e. maintenance of standard of teaching,
examination and research activities in universities. Similarly, it is working on formulating policies and program for
universities of Nepal. Regarding the governing the Higher education in the country there are different concerns; they are:
regulations, governance, excellence, funding and quality. This paper will focus on quality assurance aspect for governing
the HEIs of Nepal.
The University Grants Commission (UGC), Nepal has launched the Quality Assurance and Accreditation (QAA)
programme, as an important aspect of reform in higher education in Nepal. Accordingly, a “Quality Assurance and
Accreditation Committee” (QAAC) was formed in 2003 (2060) for the development and implementation of QAA
activities in higher education in Nepal. The QAA Division in UGC was established to facilitate QAAC and to perform
regular activities related to QAA. According to UGC Nepal “Accreditation is the process by which an authorized body
evaluates the quality of a higher education institution (HEI) as a whole or of a specific educational programme in order
to formally recognize it as having met certain predetermined minimal criteria or standards. Till date 33 HEI’s were
accredited whereas 325 HEI’s received LOI from UGC.
The QAA provides opportunities for institutions and their programs to assess their performance and their weaknesses.
QAA is also a process of brand building along with development of a database of higher education. With intra and interinstitutional interaction QAA initiates and innovates the modern methods of pedagogy.
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